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Dear Parents and Students,

“Christ is the foundation of the whole educational enterprise in a Catholic
School... He is the one who ennobles man, gives meaning to human life, and is the
model which the Catholic school offers to its pupils... the Catholic school tries to
create within its walls a climate in which the pupil’s faith will gradually mature
and enable him to assume the responsibility placed on him by Baptism... the
specific mission of the school is a critical, systematic transmission of culture in the
light of faith and the bringing forth of the power of Christian virtue by the
integration of culture with faith and of faith with the living.”

(Excerpts from the Vatican Declaration of the Catholic School, March 1977.)

This handbook will help you become better acquainted with the policies
and philosophies of St. Peter and serve as the basis for cooperation and
communication between home and school, which is so essential for the
achievement of our goals.

Charlotte Funston

Principal
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MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of St. Peter Catholic School is to form disciples, rooted in the teachings of the Catholic faith, through a
curriculum of academic excellence within a safe, caring environment.

PHILOSOPHY

St. Peter Catholic School is a school of love and friendship where each child is welcomed into a Christian
environment in which love is evident and learning is nurtured. A committed faculty provides a quality education
aimed at developing each child’s potential.

The faculty at St. Peter has as its goals:

1. Tonstill in the students a faith that is living, conscious, and active.

2. To enrich and complement the child’s education already begun in the home with the parents.

3. To develop in the students an understanding of the church’s teachings through scripture, doctrine, tradition,
and faith stories of our Catholic Community.



4. To provide a program of quality education in which each child is given opportunities to develop his/her
God-given potential to become a self-supportive and contributing member of society.

5. To help students to form a mature Christian conscience by being well-informed citizens of the community
and the world.

6. To build a healthy self-concept whereby each student will recognize that he/she is a unique individual with
special gifts and talents.

7. To provide a supportive, friendly atmosphere that will foster the child’s search for inner peace and joy.

ACCREDITATION

St. Peter is fully accredited through the Florida Catholic Conference of Bishops.

CURRICULUM AND RELIGION

St. Peter follows the curriculum mandated by the Florida Department of Education and the Diocese of Orlando. All
students are required to take religion classes and participate in all religious activities. All students will attend Mass
on Wednesdays.

DIOCESE OF ORLANDO POLICIES

CHILD ABUSE REPORTING

Any clergy, religious, or lay employee, or volunteer in the Diocese of Orlando who know or has cause to suspect
that a child has been subjected to any form of abuse or neglect by any person, including another Diocesan employee
or volunteer, religious, or clergy will immediately observe the following procedures:

e Contact the Florida Department of Children and Families toll free abuse hotline within the same calendar
day.






MEDIA CONSENT POLICY

The Diocese of Orlando requires that all students have a signed Photo/Video release form before their image can be
published in the school, diocesan, or local newspaper, internet, or in any other media approved by St. Peter Catholic
School and/or the Diocese of Orlando.

RECORDS

St. Peter complies with the Buckley Amendment and allows parents to see their student’s cumulative record file. A

written request from the parents must be filed with the administration and will be complied with within 24 business
hours of the request being received.

SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING

The Diocese of Orlando is required by the United States Catholic Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) to
follow specific guidelines regarding safe environment training. All employees and volunteers working with children
and vulnerable populations must complete the Safe Environment Training.

TITLE IX

St. Peter Catholic School adheres to Title IX: “No person in the United States shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded

from participating in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any education program or
activity receiving federal financial assistance.”
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A Code of Conduct
for

Parents, Guardians, Caregivers,
Volunteers, and Visitors
of Catholic Schools
in the

Diocese of Orlando

“Search Me, O God, and Know My Heart”

-Psalm 139

This Code of Conduct applies to all parents, guardians, caregivers, volunteers, and visitors who interact with our schools
and Catholic Education in the Diocese of Orlando. It also applies to all parents, guardians, caregivers, volunteers, and
visitors who are present at school and school sponsored activities, meetings, and/or functions within and outside of school
hours. As parents, guardians, caregivers, volunteers, and visitors, there is an expectation of support for the Vision and
Mission of Catholic Education in the Diocese of Orlando.
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